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Proofs of the resurrection, from the Evangelists, 
considered merely as historical documents. 





The four evangelists relate, that Jesus 
Christ rose the third day after his death, and 
that on that day he was seen in perfect life 
by many persons. That great event is rela- 
ted by St. Matthew, chap. 27 and 28. 

“ And when it was evening, there came a 
certain rich man of Arimathea, named Jo- 
seph,” &c. &e. 

In this narration, there reigns through the 
whole, a simplicity, a candor, an air of sin- 
cerity and truth, which must convince the 
reader of the probity of the historian, and 
of the veracity of his recital. 

Nothing can be more striking than the 
manner in which he exposes the puerile and 
shameful means resorted to by the chief- 
priests, in order to suppress the proofs of the 
resurrection. 

_ What a fine field did the authors of that 
imposture supply him, to render themselves 
equally ridiculous and detestable! What an 
advantage had he over them! What could 
he not have said of those sleeping witnesses, 
Who made a deposition of what passed during 
the time of their sleep, and whose deposition 
was received? What reflections could he not 
have made ona contradiction so shameful, 
80 manifest, and at the same time so absurd? 
€, notwithstanding does not permit himself 
@ single trait of satire, a single reflection; 
he simply relates the fact, and no more. 
he account of the resurrection, by the 
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other three evangelists, has the same char- 
acter. 

St. Mark, from the 42d verse of chap. 15, 
to the end of chap, 16. 

St. Luke, from y. 50 of chap. 23, until the 
end of chap. 24. | 

St. John, from v, 38 of chap. 19, to the 
end of the last chapter. 

Whilst every readér must perceive the cha- 
racteristic style of each of the evangelists, 
he cannot but observe that in the facts they 
agree—they differ only in the form. In this 
last part of their work, or history, it is worthy 
of notice. how accurately they have drawn 
the characters of Jesus Christ, of hts apostles 
and other disciples. What they say of 
the resurrection, and of the different appari- 
tions of Jesus Christ, perfectly corresponds 
with what they had said of his birth, his life, 
and his death. All is worthy of him; all 
brings his image before us. It is thus that 
he who died for the salvation of the human 
race, should arise from death; he should 
appear after his resurrection such as he is 
represented in the gospels, 

Of all the miracles of our Lord, that of 
the resurrection is the only one that the Jews 
denied at the time, and continue still to 
deny. But the methods they have taken to 
decry the fact, have only established its 
truth to the clearest evidence. If, whilst 
they admit all the preceding miracles, they 
deny this, they condemn themselves of obsti- 
nacy, or perverseness, unless they ean de- 
monstrate that the latter never took place, in- 
asmuch as the former established much more 
than a strong presumption in favor of the 
resurrection. 

The priests and scribes of the Jews, had 
strong. motives to decry the belief of the 
resurrection. If Jesus Christ arose from the 
dead, he must have been the Messiah—if the 
Messiah, the priests and scribes must have 
been the most wicked, the most abandoned 
of mankind, to have put him to death on the 
cross. Were they to allow the resurrection, 
they signed their own self-condemnation. If 








Jesus Christ was God, they were worse than 
demons—there could be no medium, Al- 
though they had been convinced’ of the 
truth of this miracle, they would yet have 
affected to disbelieve; would have suppressed 
the proofs which must have condemned them- 
selves, and exposed them to the execration 
of all mankind, to the end of the world. 

From the general character of the human 
mind, it would have been much more easy to 
make such an extraordinary event as the 
resurrection, appear doubtful, or fabulous, 
however clear or true, than to make it pass 
for truth, however false it may be. Hence, - 
the chief-priests and pharisees were very 
confident that they could have no difficulty 
in causing it to be disbelieved by the Jews, 
whether it was true, or false. — 

The apostles could have had no interest in 
publishing the miracle of the resurrection, 
if it were not true; they could have no terms 
to hold with Jesus Christ, had he deceived 
them in this last instance, where he had so 
positively foretold that he would rise from 
the dead; and though it were true, they had 
nothing to gain by making it public, other 
than the interest of justice, gratitude, and af- 
fection to their divine Master, and the inte- 
rest of religion, of truth, and of every thing 
that is great and heroic. 

‘“* And when it was evening, (St. Matthew, 
chap. 27, v.57.) there camé a certain rich 
man of Arimathea, named Joseph, who 
also himself was a disciple of Jesus. He 
went to Pilate, and begged the body of 
Jesus. Then Pilate commanded that the 
body should be delivered. And Joseph ta- 
king the body, wrapt it up in a clean linen 
cloth, and laid it in his own monument, which 
he had hewed out in a rock. And he rolled 
a great stone to the door of the monument, 
and went his way: and there was Mary Mag- 
dalene andthe other Mary sitting over against 
the sepulchre. And the next day, which 
followed the day of the preparation, the chief- 
priests and the pharisees came together to 
Pilate, saying: Sir, we have remembered 
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that this seducer said, while he was yet alive: | disciples of Jesus Christ had forcibly taken|surrection. We have proved, that though it 
After three days Iwill rise again. d | away nage 6 RY spite of the Roman soldiers | had been their wish and interest to have done 
ther that the sepulchre be guarded until | who gu: the sepulchre; the third, that}so, they had not the courage, and thou 
the third day; lest his disciples come and/|the soldiers, after having been gained over, | they had the courage, they were deprived of 
steal him away, and say, to the people: He|had suffered the disciples to have taken it | every le means of carrying it into ef. 
is ri the So the last error} away; and the fourth, that the same soldiers, |fect. Hence it necessarily follows, that Je- 
shall be worse than the first. Pilate said to| having abandoned their post, had given the | sus Christ must have effected his resurrection 
them: You have a guard; go, guard it as/| disciples an opportunity of t an advan-/by his own power. - 
you know. And they departing, made the se-|tage of their absence to effect their object.| This ever-memorable event, affords a bril- 
sure with , sealing the stone.”’} The reason why they did not exhibit the/|liant proof of that human prudence, so far 


Chap. 28—“ And m the end of the sabbath, 
when it began to dawn towards the first day 
of the week, came Mary Beg iclene, and the 
other Mary, to see the sepulchre, and behold, 
there was a great earthquake. For an angel 
of the Lord descended from heaven: and 
coming, rolled back the stone, and sat upon 
it. And his countenance was as lightning, 
and his raiment as snow. And for fear of 
him, the guards were struck with terror, and 
became asdeadmen. And the angel answer- 
ing, said to the women: Fear not you; for I 
know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 
He is not here, for he is risen, as he said. 
Come, andsee the place where the Lord was 
laid. And going quickly tell ye his disciples 
that hefis risen; and behold he will go before 
you into Galilee: there you shall see him. 
Lo I have foretold it to you. And they went 
out quickly from the sepulchre, with fear 
and great joy, running to tell his disciples. 
And behold Jesus met them, saying: All hail. 
And they came up and took hold of his feet 
and worshipped him. Then Jesus said to 
them: Be not afraid; go, tell my brethren 
that they go into Galilee, there they shall see 
me. Now when they were departed, behold, 
some of the guards came into the city, and 
told the chief-priests all the things that had 
been done. And they being assembled to- 
gether with the ancients, having taken coun- 
sel, they gave a greatsum of money to the 
soldiers, saying: Say you, his disciples came 
by night and stole him away when we were 
asleep. And if the governor shall hear of 
this, we will persuade him, and secure you. 
So, they, takin money, did as they were 
taught. And this word was spread abroad 
among the Jews even unto this day.” 

Here are two accounts of the same event, 
diametrically opposite. The evangelist re- 
lates that our Lord arose from the tomb, the 
third day after his death—that is, restored 
to life; the Jews agree that he wasno longer 
to be found in the tomb on that day, but, 
that he was stolen away by his disciples 
whilst the guards were buried in sleep. It 
being agreed on by both parties that his 
body was no longer to be found where it 
had been deposited, there can be no medium; 
he must either according to St. Matthew, 
and the other evangelists, have. effected. his 
own resurrection, or been taken away by his 
disciples, as the Jews pretend. If then we 
can demonstrate, that he could not have been 
taken away by his disciples, we shall be au- 
thorised to conclude, that the account of the 
evangelists is true. 

After the precautions taken by the chief- 

riests and pharisees, and the governor of 
5 udea, to prevent the removal of the body 
of our Lord, there were easy and infallible 
means, to convince the whole world, that he 
did not effect his own resurrection, had it 
not taken place. The first was, to have 
exposed the body in public, after the third 
day; the second, to have proved that the 








body is evident—it had disa ed. If the 
disciples had forcibly taken it away from the 
guards, blood must have beem shed. Had 
the Jews said that the soldiers, having been 
gained over, had suffered it to be removed, 
the soldiers, in order to save their own lives, 
must have confessed the transaction had it 
really happened. No other account could 
be given, but that the body of Christ was 
stolen, whilst the guards slept. If the guards 
slept, they could have known nothing of 
what passed during their sleep; they could 
not attest what they had not seen. With 
respect to evidence, sleep and death are syno- 
nimous terms. A sleeper may dream, but 
when his dream is adduced in testimony of 
a fact, it is not only injustice, but the ex- 
treme of cruelty; it must be considered as 
nothing short of insanity. The disciples of 
our Lord, in stealing away his body, could 
have had no other motive than to give a 
general currency to the belief of his resur- 
rection—then the theft must have been com- 
mitted with such secrecy, that no proof 
could ever be adduced, nor suspicion ever 
entertained of such a fact. Guarded as the 
tomb of our Saviour was, how could it be pos- 
sible to preserve that secrecy, or how could 
the attempt have escaped detection? 

If the disciples believed that the resurrec- 
tion of their divine Master would be accom- 
plished, according to promise, they would 
have waited for the end of the third day, and 
not, by any attempt to steal away the body, 
have marred the miracle. If the theft had 
been proved, there could nave been no mir- 
acle Had they not had a previous belief in 
the resurrection, they must have considered 
Jesus Christ as a man who had deceived 
them either voluntarily, or by being deceiv- 
ed himself. They could have no further con- 
cern with him; they could only have to la- 
ment his fate and their own; all that remain- 
ed for them, was to hide themselves, and be 
silent, in order to avoid all the censures and 
penalties of the law. In the supposttion of 
their doubt, they had nothing to gain, and 
every thing to lose. 

The third day, being the precise time on 
which it was predicted that the resurrection 
would take place, at that moment both par- 
ties must have been on the alert, to watch so 
extraordinary an event: at such a moment, 
and in such circumstances, could it be sup- 
posed possible, that eleven obscure fishermen, 
simple and unconnected, whose every motion 
was carefully watched; over whose heads 
were suspended the powers of the state, civil 
and ecclesiastical; men who were known to 
be of a timid and cowardly character, and 
who are represented by the evangelists as in 
a state of terror and consternation, could 
either have conceived, or carried into execu- 
tion, either by force, or fraud, any plan, from 
which they could have promised themselves 
success? Ifthe body was not removed by 
them, Christ must have effected his own re- 
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ing able to counteract the intentions 
of God, is made subservient to his wise de- 
signs. If the chief-priests had not been so 
careful in guarding the holy sepulchre, we 
should be less assured of the resurrection of 
our Lord. It might always have been said, 
that his remains had been sfolen away by his 
disciples; but the scrupulous care with which 
the sepulchre was guarded, until the third 
day after the crucifixion, and the body of Je- 
sus Christ not being found therein from the 
morning of that day, renders it evident to the 
strongest demonstration, that he triumphed 
over death, and arose from the tomb by a glo- 
rious resurrection. 





FENELON AND RAMSAY. 


The following is a part of the conversation between 
the justly admired Fenelon, and the Chevalier 
Ramsay, as given by himself, which led to the 
conversion of the latter to the Catholic Faith. 


In the year 1710, I had the honor to see 
monsier de Cambray for the first time. I 
think myself obliged to relate the conversa- 
tions I had with him upon religion; because 
they will shew his way of thinking and will 
make appear at the same time, that the piety 
he taught, far from leading to a refined deism, 
and to an independance on all visible author- 
ity, as his adversaries have insinuated, fur- 
nishes, on the contrary, the most solid proofs 
of Christianity and of the Catholic Religion. 

Born in a free country where the mind of 
man discovers itself in all its forms without 
restraint, I ran through the greatest part of 
the religions there professed, in the search 
of truth. The fanaticism, or the contradic- 
tion which prevails in all the different sys- 
tems of the Protestants gave me an aversion 
to all sects of Christians. 

As my heart was not corrupted by the 
great passions, my understanding could not 
relish the absurdities of atheism. ‘To believe 
that nothing was the source of whatever is, 
a thing finite to be eternal, or an infinite be- 
ing to be only a collection of finite beings; 
seemed to me extravagances more insupport- 
able than the wildest doctrines of any sect of 
believers. 

I then sought to take refuge in sober de- 
ism, which confines itself to a reverence for 
the deity, and to the immutable ideas of pure 
virtue, without any concern about mysteries, 
priests, or outward worship. I could not, 
however, shake off my respect for the Chris- 
tian Religion, the morality of which is so sub- 
lime. My mind was often overwhelmed with 
a thousand doubts. To go headlong entirely 
into deism, was, I thought, a bold step. To 
take up with any sect of Christians appeared ® 
to me a childish weakness. 
and down in the unsettled principles of an 
extravagant toleration, without being able to 





I wandered up 
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No. 50. THE JESUIT. 39 
find a fixed point. It was in these disposi-| nothing more than a just sense of his igno-|ness, which was to make him the confident 
tions that I eame to Cambray. rance, to see the absurdiiy of the sects, who/|of it. What struggles did I not suffer before 

The Archbishop received me with that fa-|found their separation from the Catholic|I could bring myselfto such a simplicity! It 
therly and insinuating goodness which imme-| Church, upon the offer to make him judge of| was, however, abs re- 


diately gains the heart. I entered with him 
for the space of six months into a very exten- 
sive examination of religion. I shall only re- 
Jate the substance of it. I unfolded my prin- 
ciples to him pretty near in the following 
manner. 

God requires no other worship but the love 
of his infinite perfection. From hence flow 
all the virtues, human and divine, moral and 
political. All the philosophers, all the wise 
men, all nations have had some idea of this 
natural religion; but they have blended it 
with doctrines, more, or less true, and have 
expressed it by: a worship more, or less 
proper. All sorts of religions are agreeable 
to the Sovereign Being, while men make 
use of the ceremonies, opinions, and even er- 
rors of their sect to carry them to the adora- 
tion of the Deity. There must, indeed, be an 
outward worship, but the different forms of 
civil government, are more, or less good, ac- 
cording to the use which is made ofthem. I 
can never allow that true religion should be 
confined to any particular society. I admire 
the morality of the gospel, but as for all spe- 
culative opinions, they are things indifferent, 
and of which the sovereign wisdom makes 
little account. To this he answered: 

You cannot continue in your philosophical 
independence, and in your intermediate prin- 
ciple of tolerating all sects, without looking 
upon Christianity as an imposture; for there 
is no reasonable medium betwixt deism and 
the Catholic Religion. 

This notion seemed to me a paradox. I 
begged him to explain it, and he continued in 
the following manner: 

We must either confine ourselves to natu- 
ral religion founded upon the idea of God, 
and reject all supernatural and revealed laws; 
or if we admit a supernatural revelation, we 
must acknowledge some supreme authority 
continually speaking to interpret it. The 
Christian Church without such a fixed and 
visible authority would be like a republic, to 
which wise laws had been given, but without 
magistrates to put them in execution. What 
a source of confusion! Each particular man 
with the book of laws in his hand, would 
come to dispute about their meaning. The 
sacred oracles would serve only to feed our 
vain curiosity, to increase our pride and pre- 
sumption, and to make us more tenacious of 
our own opinions. There would, indeed, be 
but one original text, but as many different 
manners of explaining it as there were men. 
Divisions and sub-divisions would multiply 
without end and without remedy. Can we 
think that our Sovereign Law-giver has not 
provided better for the peace of his republic 
and for the preservation of his law? 

Moreover, if there be no infallible authori- 
ty which may say to us all, this is the true 
meaning of the holy Scripture: how can we 
expect that illiterate peasants, or simple me- 
chanics should engage in a discussion, 
wherein the learned themselves cannot agree? 
God would have been wanting to the neces- 
sities of almost all men, if, when he gave them 
)@ written law, he had not at the same time 

» Provided them a sure interpreter to spare 
them a research of which they are incapable. 





Every simple and sincere man has need of 


such matters, as are beyond the natural ca- 

pacity of his anderstiiilie.) Ought one to 
earken to the new reformers, who requi 

that which is impossible, or to the ancient 


‘Church, which provides for the weakness of 


men? 

In fine, we must either submit to this 
Church, or reject the bible as a fiction, Con- 
sult the sacred writings. Examine the ex- 
tent of the promises made by Jesus Christ to 
the hierarchy, the depositary of hislaw. He 
says, “That whatsoever it shall bind on 
earth, shall be bound in heaven; that he will 
be with it to the end of the world; that the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it; that 
he who hears it, hears him: that he who de- 
spises it, despises him; and in fine, that it is 
the pillar and ground of truth.” You cannot 
evade the force of the expressions by any 
commentary; you have no remedy but by re- 
jecting the authority both of the lawgiver and 
his law. 

What, said [, my lord, with some emotion, 
would you have me look upon any society on 
earth as infallible? I have run through the 
most part of the different sects, and suffer me 
to tell you with all due respect, the priests of 
all religions are oftentimes more corrupt, or 
more ignorant than the rest of men. I equal- 
ly suspect them all. 

He answered me with great meekness and 
moderation. If we do not raise our thoughts 
above what is human, in the most numerous 
assemblies of the Church, we shall find noth- 
ing but matter to shock and offend us, and to 
increase our incredulity; we shall discover 
nothing but passions, prejudices, human 
weakness, politic views, factions and cabals. 
But we ought so much the more to admire 
the wisdom and almighty power of God, in 
that he accomplishes his designs by such 
means as seem naturally to tend to their de- 
struction. 
shews himself master of the heart of man. 
He makes even those things, which appear 
faulty in the particular pastors, a means to 
the accamplishment of his promises, and by 
a providence continually attentive, watches 
the moment of their decision and makes it al- 
ways conformable to his will. It is thus that 
God acts in all and by all. Both the civil 
and ecqjesiastical powers are held in a total 
subjection to his laws, Every thing accom- 
plishes his designs, either freely, or by neces- 
sity. It is not the holiness of our superiors, 
nor their personal talents which make our 
obedience a divine virtue, but the inward 
submission of the mind to the order of God. 

I desired him to give me time to weigh the 
force of his arguments, I revolved them in 
my mind, I examined them night and day. 
In conclusion, after a long research, I plainly 
perceived, that one cannot admit a revealed 
law without yielding submission to its living 
interpreter. But this truth made quite ano- 
ther impression upon me, than naturally it 
ought to have done. My soul was surround- 
with thick mists. I felt all the attacks of in- 
credulity. 


Tis here that the holy spirit} 
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quested, therefore, to have a’ 





 au- 
dience, which when he had granted, I said to 
him upon my knees, “ Forgive, my Lord, 
the excess of my eneasiness. I suspect your 
candor, and I can no longer listen to you with 


docility. If the Church is infallible, you 
have then condemmed the doctrine of wre 
love, by condemning your book of Maxims. 
If you have not conmadaied the doctrine, your 
submission was feigned. I see myself under 
the hard necessity of believing you either an 
enemy of charity, or of truth.” 1 had scarce 
pronounced these words when I burst into 
tears. He raised me up, embraced me with 
tenderness, and spoke to me in the following 
manner. 

“ The Church has not condemned the doc- 
trine of pure love in condemning my book. 
That doctrine is taught in all the Catholic 
schools; but the terms which I had made use 
of to explain it, were not proper in a dogmati- 
cal work. My book is good for nothing. I 
set no value upon it. It was the untimely 
production of my brain, and by no means the 
fruit of a divine unction upon my heart. I 
will not have you read it.” He then told 
me all that I have before related in speaking 
of that book, and explained the matter to me 
thoroughly. 

This conversation removed my uneasiness 
with regard to his person. Nevertheless, my 
doubts about religion increased. I saw that 
in reasoning philosophically, one must either 
become deist, or catholic. But sober deism 
appeared to me a more reasonable extreme 
than catholicity. I fell into a deep melan- 
choly. Some weeks passed before I was able 
to speak to him. He attempted several 
times to discover the thoughts of my heart, 
and applied himself to it after so insinuating 
a manner, that I was not able to resist him. 
I said to him at last with a trembling voice: 
Your late conversation has made a strange 
impression upon me. All my reading and 
researches are no longer of any use. I see 
plainly that there is no medium between de- 
ism and catholicity, but rather than believe 
all that catholics commonly believe, I chuse 
to throw myself into the other extreme. If 
intrench myself in that pure deism, which is 
equally removed from an insipid credulity, 
and an extravagant incredulity. My faith 
disengaged from the multiplicity of uncertain, 
subtil and shocking opinions, confines itself 
to the eternal, universal, and immutable reli- 

ion of love. Every man may perceive and 
feel the truth of this religion, if he does but 
enter into his own breast. 

How few are there, replied he, who are 
capable of entering so into themselves, to 
consult the dictates of pure reason? Sup- 
posing that there are here and there some 
men, who might be able to walk in such a 
pure, intellectual way, yet the generality of 
mankind are incapable of it, and have need of 
anexterior help. The mind is no less blinded 
by its refined and hidden passions, than by 
those of a grosser nature. First truths are 


| very often overlooked by the most philosophi- 


While I was in this extreme agitation of cal geniuses. There are no fixed principles 


spirit, I had a violent temptation to leave him. | 


to be found that can stop them in that torrent 


I began to suspect his integrity. There was/|of uncertainties, which hurries them along. 
but one way to get the better of my uneasi-| As in civil societies it was necessary to put 
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reason into writing: to reduce its precepts |seech you, with attention for one instant, and 
into a body of laws; to establish magistrates 1 will give you another plan of the bible. 

for their execution, because all men are not| God will have all his creatures to love him 
in a condition to consult and follow of them- as he deserves, before they be admitted to 
selves the law of nature: so likewise in reli- see him as he is. The luminous vision of his 
gion, men not being disposed to hear with at- -essence would invincibly determine us to 
tention, oF to follow through love the internal |love him; but he seeks to be loved with a 
voice of fhe sovereign wisdom, nothing was free love, a love of pure choice. Tis for 
more worthy of God, than to speak himself this reason that all free beings pass through 





to his creature in a sensible manner, in order 
to convince the incredulous, fix the visiona- 
ries, instruct the ignorant, and reunite all in 
the belief of the same truths, the practice of 
the same worship, and in a submission to the 
same church. Why do you quarrel with a 
help so necessary for human weakness, and 
without which the most learned and polite 
nations have fallen into the grossest errors, 
with regard to the deity and the duties of mo- 
rality? 

The philosophy o* love, said I, interrupting 
him hastily, is common to all minds, to all 
nations, to all religions. We find the traces 
of it even in the bosom of Paganism. Simple 
and artless souls have, perhaps, better prac- 
tised it than the philosophers have talked of 
it. Every sect has mixed with it some ab- 
surd opinions. I find such in the bible as 
well as elsewhere. But excuse me, my 
lord, from talking upon this head. I fear to 
speak evil of things I know not. 

He continued some time in silence, and 
then answered me. 

He who has not gone through all those 
struggles which you feel in the way to truth, 
is unacquainted with its value. Unbosom 
yourself tome. Be not afraid of shocking 
me. I see your wound; it is deep, but not 
without remedy, since you lay it open. 

I proceeded thus: the lawgiver of the 
Jews appears to me to represent the Sove- 
reign being as a tyrant, who makes all man- 
kind miserable, because their first parents 
ate of a forbidden fruit. It was impossible 
that before their existence they should have 
any share in that trivial fault, and yet, never- 
theless, God punishes them for it, not only 
by bodily sufferings and death, but by giving 
them over to all their passions, and in the 
end to eternal torments. According to the 
common belief, God forgets all other nations 
of the earth to mind only a stupid, rebellious, 
unjust and cruel people, whose doctrines and 
manners seem unworthy of the deity. 

A second lawgiver comes. His morality 
is more sublime, and his manners more pure. 
I do not say with certain bold wits, that he was 
an imposter. I believe him to have been an 
excellent philosopher, who had no other view 
but to make men good and happy, by teach- 
ing them the true worship of the. supreme 
being. 


absurd fables, obscure doctrines, and frivolous 
opinions, which make the Creator appear less 
amiable to his creature. 

He heard me to the end with a wonderful 
‘tranquility, and then said, 

God has so tempered the light and the 
shade in his holy oracles, that this mixture is 
a source of life to those who seek the truth 


But the pretended depositaries of , ve 
this law have drowned it in a multitude of| fered ap in homage to the divine holiness, | 


'a state of trial before they arrive at the su- 
‘preme happiness of their nature. The be- 
ginning of their existence is a noviceship, a 
time for the probation of their love. 

The, angels and our first parents having 
abused their liberty in a paradise of immor- 
tality, and pleasures, God changed our state 
of trial into a mortal state, wherein good and 
evil are mingled together; to the end that 
our experience of the vanity and nothingness 
of the creatures might carry us to aspire con- 
tinually after a better life. Since that time 
|we all come into the world with a propensity 
‘to evil. Our souls are condemned to earthly 

prisons, which darken our understanding, and 
| weigh down our will. But through the grace 
‘of the redeemer, this concupiscence is not an 
‘invincible violence which overpowers us; ’tis 
only an occasion of fighting, and thereby a 
|source of merit. ‘To love God in a state of 
|deprivation and sufferings is more meritori- 
ous, than to love him, as the angels do, in a 
|state of enjoyment and pleasures. Here is 
chat mystery of the cross, which gives so 
much offence to the imagination, and self- 
ilove of profane men. 

| We are all then born diseased; but the re- 
| medy is ever at hand to cure ns. The light 
|which enlightens every man that comes into 
the world is never wanting. That sovereign 
wisdom has spoken at different times, and in 
different places, after different manners; to 
some by a supernatural law, and the miracles 
of the prophets; to others by the law of na- 
ture, and the wonderful works of the creation. 
“Every man shall be judged by the law 
which he has known, and not by that which 
he has not known. No one shall be con- 
demned but for neglecting to profit by what 
he knew, that he might merit to know 
more.”’ * 

God came himself at last, clothed in the 
likeness of our flesh, to expiate sin, and to 
give us a pattern of that worship which is due 
to him. He cannot pardon the criminal, 
without shewing his detestation of the crime. 
This is what he owes to his justice, and this 
is what Jesus Christ alone could do. He 
has shewn to men, to angels, and to all the 
heavenly spirits, the infinite aversion of the 





others, the knowledge and love of our com 
mon father; or in fine, necessary means to 
keep us within the bounds of order, union 
and obedience. 

Very soon these means shall cease; the 
shadows shall disappear; the true temple 
shall be opened; our bodies shall be raised 
again glorious, and God shall communicate 
eternally with his creatures, not only as God, 
but under a human form too, that he may 
shew us at once, both the mysteries of his 
essence, and the wonders of his creation. 

You.see here the general plan of provi- 
dence. This is, so to speak, the philosophy 
of the Bible. Can any thing be more wor- 
thy of God, or give greater consolation to man, 
than these high and noble ideas? Ought we 
not to wish them true, though we were not 
able to demonstrate the truth of them? 


[TO BE CONTINUED. | 











THE JESUIT. 





BOSTON, AUGUST 14, 1830. 








The Parrons of Tue Jesuit, or Catno- 
Lic SENTINEL are informed, that two more 
Numbers only remain, to complete the first 
Volume ;—and consequently, the first year’s 
subscription. ‘Those who may desire to have 
the second Volume of this Paper, which we 
promise to render, having now got pretty 
much through the drudgery of acrimonious 
controversy, truly interesting to the Catholic 
reader, are requested, if living at a distance, 
to signify the same to the Editors by letter, 
Post-raip, and to enclose in the same, 
Turee Dotzars, the amount of subscription 
for one year; or, if more convenient to them- 
selves, to pay the above advance into the 
hands of our Acenrs. 


ORDINATION. 

In the Carueprat of the Hoty Cross, 
during solemn High-Mass, the Bishop offici- 
ating in Pontificalibus, the Holy Order of 
Priest was conferred, the 8th inst., on Joun 
Corry and Peter Connoty, by the Rt. Rev, 
Benedict Fenwick, Bishop of Boston. 

Thus have two more been added, through 
the Providence of God, to the little Band, 





deity for the violation of order, since it cost 
such pains and agonies to the God-Man. 
Moreover, this sacrifice of Jesus Christ, 


his profound annihilation before the supreme 
being, and his infinite love of order shall be 
the everlasting model of the love, adoration 
and homage of all intelligent natures. 

They shall thence learn what is due to the 
infinite being, when they behold the worship 
he pays to himself by his holy humanity. 

he religion of this eternal high priest con- 





























in order to love it; and an abyss of darkness | sists only in charity. The sacraments, the 
to those who withstan* it, that they may flat- | Ceremonies, the priesthood, are but salutary 
ter their passions. The greatest part of the | aids to succour our weakness, outward and 
objections you have been making, are false | sensible signs to insrease in ourselves and 
and malicious turns, which are given by in-| 
credulous men to religion. Hear me, I be-! 





* St. Augustine. 








(Pusillus Grex) of active and indefatigable 
Laborers now employed in the arduous work 
\of the Ministry, in these New England 
| States. May their Light, in whatever sta- 
'tion they may be located, so shine before men, 
that they, seeing their good works, may glorify 
their Father who is in heaven. Proficiant! 
Proficiant! 





In the Boston Recorper of the 4th inst., 
under the head, Sunday School, Christ 
Church, Boston, we find an article copied 
from THE Watcuman, said to be “an Ab- 
stract of the Superintendent’s Annual Re- 
port,” in which we could not but notice the 
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following remark: “¢ The Report states, that 
many of the scholars who have left, have been 
taken away by the direction of the Romish 
Priests.” The Romish Priests! —The words 
Romish, Romanist, Papist, Papish, it seems, 
are still employed in this polite and liberal 
City, by polite and liberal Ministers of the 
Protestant creed, to designate Professors of 
the Catholic Religion, though fully aware of 
the insult which is conveyed by them, to the 
members of that Communion. It is some sa- 
tisfaction to us, however, to know, and to 
have observed, that these low Epithets, so 
repeatedly disclaimed by us, are in use only 
among persons ofa certain particular Class;— 
and have long since been laid aside, and are 
every where studiously avoided by every 
writer who claiths to be the Scholar, the 
Christian, and the Gentleman. 

“The Report states, that many of the 
scholars who have left, have been taken away 
by the direction of the Romish Priests.” We 
commend the Romish Priests for having given 
this direction. It was well done in them, 
They wished, doubtless, the children, who 
had been confided to their care, to be con- 
ducted to fountains, where living water might 
be had, and not to stagnant pools, or to muddy 
streams, or to broken cisterns which can hold no 
water; they wished them to be brought to the 
ONE FOLD, and to the onE SHEPHERD, whither 
they would rejoice to see all who are not of 
this fold conducted, that they might all hear 
the voice of this Shepherd, and that toere 
might be but one fold and one Shepherd; yes, 
they wished, doubtless, to have all their chil- 
dren meet into the unity of faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the age of the fulness 
of Christ: that they might not be children tossed 
to and fro, and carried about with every wind 
of doctrine by the wickedness of men, by the 
cunning crafliness, by which they lie in wait to 
deceive: For this reason it was, they consi- 
dered, that Christ gave some Apostles, and 
some Prophels, and other some Evangelists, and 
other some Pastors and Doctors; that is to say, 
that Christ left in his Chureh a perpetual suc- 
cession of orthodox Pastors and Teachers, 
not in the perverted, but in the true sense of 
the word orthodox; that they might preserve, 
not some only, but all the faithful in unity 
and truth; or, as the same Apostle, from 
whom we quote, expresses it, he gave them, 
for the perfecting of the Saints, for the work of 
the Ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ. Yes, we repeat, we commend the Ro- 
mish Priests for having given this salutary 
direction to Parents, to take away their chil- 
dren from these sectarian, proselyting schools; 
where their religion is scoffed at, and turned 
into ridicule;—where lying Tracts are con- 
stantly read and distributed as rewards of 


punctual attendance, and good conduct;— 
and where every artifice is used to poison 
their minds, and to prejudice them against 
the Church to which they belong. It is time 
that Catholic Parents should be put on their 
guard—those especially, who wish well to the 
souls, (and if certain acccounts which are 
now going the rounds, and of which we have 
been assured by a gentleman of the first re- 
spectability prove correct, we shall add) who 
wish well to the bodies likewise, of their 
children;—it is time, we say, that Catholic 
Parents should be put on their guard, in re- 
lation to these daily increasing, new fangled, 
heterodox traps. Have not Catholics a Sun- 
day School at their own Church, ably con- 
ducted, and as well provided with Teachers? 
A school which has been instituted purpose- 
ly for the instruction of these children, and 
their preservation from the contamination of 
the streets, and from every other seduction? 
Why, then, should they not be advised to 
avail themselyes of it? And who, but they 





of wolfish race, 
(That prowl) with belly gaunt and famished face 
(Or other just such) deformed beasts of grace... .”? 

will be heard yelping a complaint against 
such advice, or direction? Catholic Minis- 
ters enjoy an equal right with ministers of 
every other Denomination of Christians, in 
this land of freedom of conscience, to guard 
their respective flocks against the contagion 
of vice, or the influence of error; and to en- 
force regulations which they deem best cal- 
culated to secure the spiritual welfare of 
those entrusted to their care ;—and this right 
they will exercise in spite of the sneers of any 
number of blind, illiberal, bigoted, intolerant 
fanatics.» They wish not to encroach upon 
their neighbors’ rights,—they have not in any 
instance ever interfered with them, or their 
children:—neither will they suffer their’s to 
be trespassed upon. ‘They are not seen 
forcing the children of members of other con- 
gregations into their Sunday Schools, or in- 
veigling them with Sabbath clothes, or un- 
generously lying in wait for them in the 
streets, or using a smooth, honeyed, persua- 
sive violence, by expressing, in the most gen- 
tle, mildest possible manner, a deep concern 
for their dear bought souls, and taking them 
at the same time, kindly and affectionately by 
the hand, and leading them on to their own 
Sunday School:—No, they are incapable of 
practising on the community, any such wily 
tricks. Their conduct towards those who 
differ from them in religion, as far as we have 
any knowledge of it, has uniformly been, and 
we trust ever will be, fair, open, and liberal. 
If Parents present their children to them for 
instruction, they receive them, and instruct 
them, and take good care of them: but they 
seek them not. They wish, on all occassions, 








to do unto others, as they would have others 
to do unto them. ’ 





LETTERS ON THE INQUISITION. 

Just published, and now for sale at Mr. 
Mooney’s Catholic Bookstore, Federal-street, 
A series of Letters on the Inquisition, neatly 
bound and lettered, in one Vol. 12mo. Price 
75 Cents. This Book, translated for the first 
time, and never before seen in this country, 
will convey a just and correct idea of the 
Spanisu Inquisition, which has been so 
greatly misrepresented by Protestant writers 
generally, It should, therefore, be in the 
hands of every Catholic who wishes to be 
well informed on matters connected with his 


religion. It is a Work of considerable merit. 


RULE TO KNOW ‘THE TRUE CHURCH. 


The following rule of the great St. Vincent 
of Lerins, we recommend to all who are anx- 
ious to find out the true Church of Christ, 
among the hundreds that claim to be that 
Church, in these degenerate days. It was 
laid down, by that great and holy man, as 
early as the year 434. 


“T have been at great pains, and often 
made it my particular business to consult very 
many persons of the highest rank for piety 
and learning, about a general rule to distin- 
guish the true Catholic Faith from the depra- 
vations of Heresy; and after repeated enqui- 
ries, the sum of all their answers amounts to 
this, that if I, or any other Christian, would 
discover the artifice of growing heretics, and 
keep out of their snares, and continue per- 
fectly sound in the right faith, the way, by 
God’s grace, is to secure it upon these two 
foundations: first, upon the authority of holy 
Scripture; and after that, upon the tradition 
of the Catholic Church. But here, perhaps, 
a man may ask this question: since the canon 
of the scripture is complete, and more than 
sufficient, in every respect, what need is 
there for adding the sense of the Catholic 
Church to such a perfect rule? To which 
question I answer, that there is good reason 
for such addition, because the sacred Scrip- 
tures having a sublime sense, all understand- 
ings cannot reach it alike; but one expounds 
the divine oracles after this manner, and ano- 
ther after that, insomuch that there are al- 
most as many opinions about the true mean- 
ing as there are expositors. For instance, 
Novatianus interprets one way, Photinus 
another, Sabellius another, Donatus another, 
Arius another, Eunomius, Macedonius ano- 
ther, Apollinaris, Priscillianus another, Jovi- 
nianus, Pelagius, Celestius another, and in 
fine, Nestorius another. And therefore, un- 
der so great difficulties, in such a perplexity 
of various errors, I hold it extremely neces- 
sary to apply the sense of the Catholic 
Church to the Scriptures, as a rule to a line, 
and as a clue to conduct us through this la- 
byrinth of opinions. « And for us who are in 
the bosom of the Catholic Church, it ought 
to be our first and principal care, to choose 
such doctrines as we find to have been believ- 


ed inall places, at all times, and by all the 
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faithful. or there is nothing truly and pro- 
perly Catholic (as the word sufficiently de- 
clares) but what truly fully comprehends 
all . And we are thus Catholic, when 
y universality, antiquity, and unani- 
sent; but we follow get 
ess that only to be the true faith, 











which ig professed by the Church all the 
world ; in like manner we are followers 


of antiquity, when we religiously adhere to 
that sense of Scripture, eit manifestly ob- 
tained among the holy Fathers, our prede- 
cessors; and lastly, we follow consent, when 
we embrace the definitions and opinions of 
almost all, if not all, the Bishops and teach- 
ers in the Ancient Church.” 


Admirable rule! And would to God, it 
were followed by all, at the present day! 








THE TRUE CHURCH. 





CHAPTER III, 
OF THE IMAGE OF CHRIST. 
[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 396—no. 49. | 


Calvinists, the enemies of the true religion, 
are opposed even to the very image of its sa- 
cred Author, Jesus Christ, and to the reli- 
gious veneration and relative respect, which 
we pay.to it, in consideration of the relation 
it bears to its Divine Prototype, and the ef- 
fect it has in calling to mind the benefits con- 
ferred upon us by him. Hence, Beza in his 
conference of Montbelliard, had the audacity 
to make use of the following language. I 
declare, that I detest from my soul the image 
of the crucifixion. What horrible blasphe- 
my! David Paraus, (in cap. 1. Epist. ad 
Rom. dub 18) writes, that all are idolaters, 
who venerate the Image of Christ, no less 
than those who worship the images of ser- 
pents and other animals. We maintain, that 
the image of Christ can be viewed in a three- 
fold sense. 1. As to the materials of which 
it is made: as gold, silver, wood, &c. 2. As 
to its workmanship. 3. As it represents to 
our minds Christ, and the benefits which he 
has conferred upon us. Now, im this last 
sense, we maintain that it ought to be reli- 
giously kept, venerated and honored. For 
certainly, the Image of Christ is not inferior 
to the images of Angels, and the brazen ser- 
pent, of which mention is made in the Old 
Testament; but these were made and honor- 
ed by the express command of God himself. 

2, Concerning the images of Angels, it is 
written, in the book of Exodus, chap. 25, v. 
18. The Lord said to Moses: Thou shalt make 
also two Cherubims of beaten gold, on the two 
sides of the oracle. Let one cherub be on the 
one side, and the other on the other. Where- 
by the two cherubims, are understood the two 
statues, or golden images, representing two 
Angels, which were placed on the taberna- 
cle, over the Ark of the covenant, with their 
wings extended, so asto coverthe Ark. But 





these were held in great honor, because they 
were the principal part and ornament of the 
Ark, But the whole Ark was honored by 
the Jews. First, because it was placed in 
the Holy of Holies, as the most honorable 
place, Heb. 9. 4. Secondly, when it was 
translated from the house of Abinadab to that 
of Obededom, David, with all the people 
honored it, by the singing of psalms, and the 
sound of the harp, and other musical instru- 
ments. 2 King, alias 2 Samuel, 6,5. Third- 
ly, because the common people were not al- 
lowed to carry it; but the Priests and Le- 
vites alone enjoyed this privilege, on account 
of the veneration which was due to it; there- 
fore Oza was punished with death, for hav- 
ing presumed to touch it, although he did so 
with a good intention; 3 Kings, 6,8. Fourth- 
ly, God smote the Philistines with various 
plagues, for having taken and retained the 
Ark without due honor. 1 Kings, 5,6. On 
the contrary, Obededom, who had kept the 
Ark in his house, with the honor and respect 
which was due to it, for the space of three 
months, obtained a blessing from God upon 
himself and his whole family. 2 Kings, 6, 11. 

3. In relation to the image of the brazen 
serpent, it is written, Numb. 21, 8. Make a 
brazen serpent and set it up for a sign: whoso- 
ever being struck shall look ow it, shall live. 
This was done in the desert, where many of 
the people who had been bitten by the fiery 
serpents died. God, in order to obviate this 
evil, ordered a brazen statue, or image of the 
serpent to be made, that upon which who- 
soever had been bitten should look and be 
instantly cured. Now this image was held 
in great veneration—1. On account of the 
cures which it effected. 2. Because it was 
a figure of Christ suspended on the cross. 
For, as those that had been bitten were cur- 
ed, by looking on the brazen serpent, so those 
that have, as it were, been bitten by the De- 
vil, are healed by faith in Christ crucified. 
Jno, 3, 14. 

4, Hence we conclude: that the figure is 
of much less estimation than the reality, or 
thing figured; thus Moses, who was the fi- 
gure of Christ, was of less estimation than 
Christ, the Paschal Lamb, than the Eucha- 
rist, and Circumcision, than Baptism. If, 
therefore, the brazen image was honored, 
with how much more reason should the image 
of Christ be honored? Surely, no man of a 
sound mind can for a moment doubt of the 
justness of the inference. Nay, the image 
of the serpent would not have been honored, 
had it not been the figure, or shadow of the 
Image of Christ, nor would it have cured the 
bite of the serpents, were it not for the virtue 
of Christ, who heals those who are bitten by 
the Devil. 

5. Objection. 


King Ezechias broke the 





Image of the brazen serpent. 4 Kings, alias 
2————,, 18, 4. Therefore, the Image of 
Christ, should be broken. Answer. This 
Calvinistic consequence has no force what- 
ever against our position. First, because the 
brazen image of the serpent, as we have ale 


ready intimated, was made for the purpose | 
of curing those that were bitten by the fiery ~ 


serpents, who should look upon it. There- 
fore, as long as the object for which it was 
made continued, the image was retained, but 
when that ceased to exist, the image was bro- 
ken. But the object continued as long ag 
the Jews remained in the desert, where the 
poisonous serpents existed, but it ceased 
when they entered into the land of promise, 
where there was no danger from this kind of 
serpents. Now the image of Christ crucified 
is usually made for the purpose of represent- 
ing to us Christ our Saviour, and recalling to 
our minds the remembrance of his benefits, 
But this purpose will continue to the end of 
the world: for, we should always have in view 
the remembrance of Christ and his benefits: 
therefore, his image ought always to be re- 
tained and honored. The brazen serpent be- 
came an occasion of idolatry to the Jews, 
when the object ceased to exist for which it 
was made, (4 Kings, alias 2 18, 4) 
and for this reason it was broken. But the 
image of Christ is not an occasion of Idolatry 
to us Catholics, because we retain it for no 
other end, than to represent to our minds 
Christ and his benefits conferred on us. 

6. If these reasons are not sufficient to 
convince the Calvinists and all Protestants of 
the propriety of our kgeping and honoring the 
image of Christ, they will, at least, admit an 
argument taken from their own practice. 
They ate in the habit of forming, painting, 
ornamenting and preserving with great care 
and expense, the statues of princes, the imag- 
es of their wives, children, parents, and of 
their celebrated preachers. What madness- 
is it not, then, to despise, abolish and destroy 
the Image of Christ, the Saviour and Re- 
deemer of the world, the Author and Finisher 
ofour Faith? One would think that they 
esteemed their princes, relations and friends, 
more than they do Christ. How truly appli- 
cable to them are those words of the Gospel. 
They are blind and the leaders of the blind. 

What we have said on the subject of the 
image of Christ, we may say of the images, 
pictures, and relics of his saints. The Ca- 
tholic Church recommends us to keep them 
with respect, merely for the sake of the ori+ 
ginals, and in order to recall their memory to 
us in a more lively and impressive manner. 
For, why should not all that regards our Re- 
deemer, as well as the exploits of his cham- 
pions, and their heroic virtues, which by di- 
vine grace exalt our fallen nature above it- 
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self, and are more worthy of general imita- 
tation; why should not such be made public, 
and kept ever fresh in the minds of all by the 
like natural and laudable means? 

The veneration shewn by Catholics to the 
relics of the saints, is not more unnatural, 
unchristian, or irrational, than the regard 
shewn for articles which we keep as memo- 
randums of our dead, or absent friends: such 
as their portraits, locks of their hair, rings, 
broaches, letters, any thing that is apt to re- 
call to us in a lively and feeling manner the 
memory of persons so dear: and on these we 
set a greater, or less imaginary value, as 
they, to whom they originally belonged, are 
more, or less esteemed and beloved. If then 
such natural propensity may in this instance 
be indulged, without any impropriety; we 
cannot see the harm of indulging it with re- 
gard to the relics of the saints; whose extra- 
ordinary virtues must endear them to every 
lover of virtue, and secure universal esteem 
and veneration. 

Besides, this practice seems particularly 
sanctioned by the holy scripture. For we 
read there that the mantle of Elias imparted 
to Elisha the prophetic spirit of its first own- 
er; and that when shaken thrice over the 
river Jordan, it was the means of dividing its 
streams, so as to let the man of God pass on. 
The hem of our Saviour’s garment cured the 
woman’s issue of blood. And in the Acts of 
the Apostles we are assured that the very 
handkerchiefs and aprons, that had touched 
the body of St. Paul, cured all diseases and 
cast out devils. 

[TO BE CONTINUED.] 





ROME. 


The following particulars relative to the 
religious ceremonies which took place here 
during the Passion-week, are curious.—The 
ceremonies begin on Wednesday, and such 
is the curiosity they excite, that the streets 
are usually crowded with spectators of all na- 
tions. On that day the Miserere was chaunt- 
ed at the Sixtine chapel, and it was executed 
in such a good style as to give delight to the 
immense crowds which were assembled. On 
the next day the Cardinals, with all their 
suits, and accompanied by the clergy, went 
im procession, following the body of our Sa- 
viour, which was deposited in the chapel. 
From the great age of the holy father, and 
his state of suffering, he was not able to go 
through the wearisome night watch of the 
twelve apostles, he was represented by a 
cardinal. The apostles were represented by 
twelve men of different nations, clothed in 
White, and they were served at the table by 
a cardinal.—The spectacle of the blessing by 
the Pope was a most splendid one; all the 
troops were under arms and the crowd was 
immense, At twelve o’clock his holiness ap- 
peared at the tribune of St. Peter, clothed in 
White, with the tiara on his head, and sur- 
rounded with the officers of his’ houseliold, 


The spectacle, altogether, should be seen to 
be imagined, as this Eastern ceremony of the 
Pope’s blessing is certainly a most. splendid 
one. Inthe evening the Miserere was again 
chaunted in the chapel. On the Friday, the 
ceremony of the (1) adoration of the cross 
took place, a who # le may ha 
an opportunity of seeing the princes of t 
deeb, clothed in purple, prostrate iT 
selves to the earth. On that day the hund- 
red lamps, which burn throughout the whole 
year round the tomb of St. Peter, are ex- 
tinguished, and in the evening the church is 
filled with paintings, and, by means of taste- 
fully-managed light and shade, a beautiful 
effect is produced. On Saturday, the bap- 
tism of those converted to the Catholic reli- 
gion, took place at St. Jean de Lateran: 
there were four in number, three Jews and a 
Turk from Smyrna. Most of the spectators 
were Englishmen, who do not behave in the 
most decorous manner, and indeed they seem- 
ed inelined to turn the ceremony into ridicule. 
On Easter day the imposing ceremonies were 
resumed, and at ten o’clock, the mass, at 
which the cardinals were present, commenc- 
ed.—To a spectator, placed upon a height, 
the most magnificent spectacle presents it- 
self, for the whole of Rome with its ruins, 
seems before him; and around the eternal 
city the Sabine mountains form an arid and 
picturesque circle. The Pope made his ap- 
pearance, borne in an arm chair covered with 
scarlet velvet, and surrounded with a numer- 
ous and brilliant assembly of ecclesiastics, 
and officers of his household. He appeared 
to be very unwell, but his countenance be- 
tokened the utmost amiability and benignity. 
All these pompous ceremonies were succeed- 
ed by a brilliant exhibition of fire-works from 
the cupola of St. Peter’s, and thousands of 
lamps were simultaneously lighted. 

(1) Apvoration or THE Cross. Our ene- 
mies are delighted when they meet with this 
expression in any of our authorised books. 
They think that they will now surely prove 
Catholics to be idolaters, when from their own 
Books it can be shewn, that they have passed 
the bounds; and, from rendering respect, have 
proceeded as far as to pay adoration to the 
Cross. But how grossly are they mistaken! 
They appear ever disposed to renew against 
us the same accusation which the Pagans, 
in their time, brought against our ancestors. 
These our ancestors however have taught us 
how to répel such a charge: our faith and 
doctrine are the same as'theirs: so likewise 
shall our reply be. We will say therefore 
with St. Athanasius* and the whole church: 
‘¢ But if the Gentiles accuse us of paying our 
adoration to the wood of the cross, we can 
separate before their eyes the two pieces 
which form the cross, and after having thus 
destroyed the image, cast the two pieces to 
the ground and tread them under foot; proy- 
ing by this, that our veneration is not paid to 
the wood, but to the figure which reminds us) 
of Him that was crucified.” We tell them’ 
with St. Jerome in the life of Paula: “ Pro- 
strate before the cross, as if she still saw the 
Saviour suspended there, she adored.” We 
will say with St. Gregory the Great: “ We 
prostrate, it is true betore the cross, but not 
as’ before the divinity.” We will say to 
them with Leontius, bishop of Napoli: Tt 














* Quest. to Antiochus: 





earing, according to custom, immense fans. 


¥ Cited in‘the 2nd Council of Nice, Act. IV. & VII. 
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he | even cast the pieces on the ground, ri 


“ When you see christians adoring the cross; 
know that they pay.this adoration to Jesu 
crucified, and not fo the wood; and that the 
adoration is not directed to the er 
plainly evince, when, having sep 
two pieces of wood of which it is com 
they not refrain from adorif 








fire.’ We will tell them, in fine, with St. 
Ambrose;* “ Hellen discovered the cross of 
our Saviour; she adored Jesus Christ, and 
not the wood, which would have been to imi- 
tate the error of the pagans; but she adored 
him who had been suspended on this wood.”’ 

And yet, as it is incontestible that these 
same Fathers and many others} have spoken 
of adoring the cross, and as we ourselves 
call one of the ceremonies of Good-Friday 
the adoration of the cross, we will reply to 
you with the Fathers of the second council 
of Nice and all well-informed and candid 
theologians, that these words adore, adora- 
tion and worship, are general expressions, the 
precise signification of which depends upon 
the object that is adored;{ when applied to 





* Disc. on the death of Theod. 

+ Helen acted with wisdom by placing the cross on 
the crown, ‘‘in order, that the cross of our Saviour 
might be adored upon the head of kings.”? St. Amb. Jb. 


Flecte genu, signumque crucis venerabile adora, 
Laetantius. 


+ We said that the general expressions adore, adora- 
tion, worship, are taken in various significations: here 
are some examples of them. ‘* Abraham, as soon as he 
saw three men standing near him, ran to meet them from 
the door of his tent, and adored down to the ground, 
(Gen. XVIII. v. 2.)’°—Lot, when he saw two angels 
who went to Sodom, ‘* rose up and went to meet them, 
and worshipped prostrate to the ground, (Gen. XIX. v. 
1.)’’—** Abraham adored the people of the land, (Gen. 
XXIII. v. 12.)’’—** Juda, the sons of thy father shall 
adore thee, (Gen. XLIX. v. 8.)’’—TIt is written that 
David adored Saul, that Chusi adored Joab, that Achi- 
maas adored the king, that Arrena adored David, that 
Bethsabee adored David, that Adonias adored Solomon, 
that the children of the prophets adored Eliseus, falling 
prostrate on the ground: that the Sunamite fell at his feet 
and adored him: that all the servants of Assuerus adored 
Aman, that Mardocheus alone refused to adore him: so 
far with illustrations from the Bible—Josephus, the his- 
torian, (Antiq. B. XIII.) says that the Jews of Samaria 
and Alexandria adored the temple of Garizim. Gregory 
of Nazianzum (Dis. XXII.) says that the mother of the 
Macchabees adored the members of her martyred child- 
ren. St. Basil exhorts to the adoration of the crib, al- 
though he'élsewhere says: ‘‘It is impossible for me to 
adore any thing created.’’ Chronicles and histories (@)/ 
mention that Charlemagne was adored’ as emperor by 
Leo. II., and that he was adored after the’ manner im 
which emperors were usually adored. 

From the acknowledgment of the learned of all com- 
munions, the word which, in Hebrew and’ Greek, signi- 
fies to adore, when it is applied to God, is the same 
that is employed to indicate the honor rendered to an- 
gels and men, inthe passages of Scripture that we have 
quoted, and ina great number of others that we have 
omitted. ‘That the translation should be, to be faithful, 
the word , or worship, adorare, should every 
Where have been’ used} as the vulgate has done. But 
protestant translators who were anxious to prevent Ca~ 
tholies from demonstrating by these passages that they’ 
were borne out by the Scripture in applying this expres- 
to men and to venerable things, have sub- 
ted im pexpression to bow down béfore. 
In theif first'versions: they had left the word adore, or 
worship, in two’ of these passages, where it is said of’ 
Miphiboseth and Joab that they adored David: (Hi! 
Kings, alias II. Samuel, C. IX.) But in the version of 
1588, which is followed now, the word has been sup- 
pressed. Wherever the word adore, or worship is ta- 
ken in ill part, they have not heeded to change it: for 
example, the angel ‘rejects the honor offered by St. John 
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(a). * Samnms eumdum l-adoravit.2” Poet sex: 
See His. of the Icono, B. IV. Maimbourg. 
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404 THE JESUIT. 





Vor. I 











any persons of the Trinity, they denote our Thus marshalled and trimmed, they were es- | 
entire dependance, the supreme dominion of | corted through the streets, with instrumental 
God, the worship of latri@; but when applied music, to the church, where farther ‘ impos- 
to the saints, their relics, or images, the cru-| ing ceremonies” were performed to secure 
cifix, or cross, to the altar, the sovereigns, or the subjection of the juvenile mind to modern 


their statutes, &c., it is there nothing more 
than a relative veneration, a civil, or reli- 
gious honor. Who are better caleulated to 
pronounce upon the sense of a general ex- 
pression than those who employ it? Do our 
adversaries pretend to know better than our- | 
selves what we mean to express? Is it not 
strange that they absolutely will have us to 
adore the wood of the crucifix, whilst we 
know and incessantly declare that, when we 


‘then too, how often do we see the names of 


orthodoxy. 

And yet these men cry out against the 
pomp and ceremony of the Catholics! Oh, 
consistency, thou art a strange plant! And 


little children gazetted as donors to some or- 
thodox institution? Mayhap they have gone 
without sugar and butter for a year to savea 
dollar for the Missionaries—as in the case of 
Dea. John Clark’s children in Hallowell, 





prostrate before it, it is Jesus Christ alone 


who were honored with a notice in Zion’s 


whom we adore? We represent him then to| Advocate lately: or their friends have sent 
our eyes and minds, and behold him in his | $20 to constitute a little boy a life member of 
image, as if he were actually present: we fall the Maine Missionary Society—as in the 
at his feet, kiss his wounds, and ‘water them case of “ T. 1, W. Tappan,” child of Rev. 
with our tears: less favored than Magdalen| R. Tappan, Augusta, whose name is honored 


and Thomas, for us the scene is all in imagi- 
nation; we can do no more. Where is the 
excess in all this? How can our homage 
and adoration be said to rest upon the sensi- 
ble matter of the cross, whilst our mind and 
heart are fixed on Jesus Christ? 





(Apocal. Ch.’ XIX.) and they render it by worship; 
but, when the angels receive and approve of these same 
honors, they render them by bow down before. It is 
te be observed, however, that in all these passages the 
word is the same both in Greek and Hebrew. Why is 
it not the same in the protestant versions? Is it not 
plain that their object is to excite the people against the 
Chureh, whenever they hear the word applied to crea- 
tures? But how pitiful is such a trick! and how despe- 
rate must that cause be, which, to preserve its ground 
amongst the people, is compelled to submit to and adopt 
30 erroneous a version of the sacred text!—This remark 
has been made by an able writer (Desmahis) who, after 
having been a Calvinist minister, wrote against that 
communion a work that will never be refuted. 

The minister Aubertin, so much esteemed by his own 
party, has proved at considerable length fiom some of the 
examples that we have produced, and from others also, 
that ‘‘ the word adore, or worship, is often employed 
im the sacred books and the writings of the Fathers, to 
express the venefation due to creatures and to religious 
and inanimate things; and that it is not exclusively used 
to express either civil homage, or the adoration due to 
God.”’ : 





** GORGEOUS CEREMONIES.” 


A writer in the Boston Recorder, whose 
remarks are copied into the last Zion’s Ad- 
vocate, thinks it dangerous for protestant pa- 
rents to send their children to the Catholic 
Convent in Charlestown, because “ the pom- 
pous and imposing ceremonies of the Catho- 
lic Church are suited to captivate the youth- 
ful fancy” and give it a repugnance to the 
simplicity of truth. No doubt shows and 
parades, as connected with religious instruc- 
tion, are dangerous to a Child’s love and at- 
tainment of truth; but none have resorted to 
such things to influence the youthful mind 
more than the orthodox. In such business 


the poor Catholics are considerably behind 
them. As one proof of this, we would refer 
s and 
“ gorgeous ceremonies;” accounts of which 


to their frequent Sunday School parades 


appear almost every day in the public papers. 


Such parades have lately taken place in Phi- 
ladelphia, New York, Boston and elsewhere. 


|with an insertion in the last Mirror. All 
such cases are carefully published to the 
world; and for what? To “ captivate the 
|youthful fancy,”’—the very thing which the 
Recorder and Advocate complain of as a very 
|great detriment to youth. We see not why 
such influences are not as censurable in the 
orthodox, as in their Catholic brethren. 
“Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man— 
for wherein thou judgest another, thou con- 
demnest thyself;—for thou that judgest doest 
the same things.” —Rom,. ii. 1.— Gardner pa. 





THE CASE ALTERED. 


We copy the following from Mr. Smith’s 
|Report of the orthodox printing establishment 
in Greece. It is published in the last Mis- 
sionary Herald. 

** Where the government is of its (Roman 
|Catholic) religion, our publications are ex- 
‘cluded by law. Where it is not, but can be 
made to feel the influence of Papists, this in- 
fluence is exerted to our disadvantage. And 
where this cannot be done, clerical authority 
is stretched to its farthest limit to shut up the 
laity in‘ an impenetrable enclosure of fear, 
prejudice, and contempt. I need not men- 
tion the cause of this opposition. They are 
found in the history and tenets of that 
Church.” 
The orthodox storm terribly, whenever the 
civil law, or the popular interest, or the cleri- 
cal authority is against them: while they are 
laboring incessantly to bring these things to 
bear against all those Christians who dare 
refuse to submit to their domination. But 
we suppose that this inconsistency is to be 
accounted for on the principle of the old 
adage, ‘circumstances alter cases,’ or it 
was your bull that gored my ox.’ Chr. Int. 





ANECDOTE. 


A Protestant family (the anecdote is in 
Beurier) was one day reading among them- 
selves a book of piety. A neighbor—a Pro- 
testant also—chanced to enter during the 
pious lecture, and seating herself with them, 
attended seriously to it. Having heard a 
few pages, she exclaimed, Good God! How 


On these occasions thousands of children | easy it is to distinguish, that it is the spirit of 














were paraded together, under hundreds of 


clerical officers, all dressed in uniform, “ suit- 
ed to captivate the youthful fancy,” and to 


God which speaks. The spirit of God! said 
one of the family. Why dont you reflect? 
What, answered the ,Jady, is not that the 





oreate a distate of the simplicity of truth. 


Scripture? No: it was replied; itis a histo- 


ry. Ah, then I am mistaken; I had imagin- 
ed that it was the scripture—The company, 
in general, made no further observation upon 
the circumstance. But an individual who 
was present, made a very natural one. Here, 
he said, is a person who has taken a common 
history for the scripture; of course, the priv 
vate spirit cannot distinguish what is scrip- 
ture and what is not; therefore do our minis 
ters deceive us, when they tell us that our 
private spirit cannot deceive us in making 
the distinction between truth and error. But, 
if they deceive us here, they may deceive us 
likewise on other subjects; therefore, may 
our religion be not the true one. I will get 
myself instructed. He did so, and abjured 
his errors. 














POETRY. 





THE YEARS TO COME. 





MY transient hour, my little day, 

Is speeding fast, how fast! away; 

Already hath my summer sun 

Half its race of brightness run. 

Ah me! I hear the wintry blast: 

My “‘ Life of Life’’ will soon be past; 

The flush of youth will all be o’er, 

The throb of joy will throb no more. 

And fancy, mistress of my lyre, 

Will cease to lend her sacred fire. 

My trembling heart—prepare, prepare 

For skies of gloom, and thoughts of care 

Sorrows and wants will make thee weep, 

And fears of age will o’er thee creep. 

Health that smiled in blooming pride, 

Will cease to warm thy slugglish tide. 

The shaft of pain, the point of wo, 

Will bid the current cease to flow. 

And who, alas, shall then be nigh 

To sooth me with affection’s sigh ? 

To press my feeble hand in their’s; 

To plead for me in silent prayers, 

And cheer me with those hopes that shed 

Rapture o’er a dying bed. 

Days of the future cease to roll, 

Upon my wild afirighted soul; 

Mysterious fate, I will not look 

Within thy dark eventful book; 

Enough for me to feel and know, 

That love and hope must shortly go; 

That joy will vanish, fancy fly, 

And death dissolve the closest tie. 

E’en now, while moans my pensive rhyme, 

I list the warning voice of time; 

And oh, this sigh, this start of fear! 

Tells me the night will soon be here. 
Rob. Burns. 








DIED; 
At Cincinnati, Ohio, 15th ult. the Rev. Fr. Ra- 
PHAEL Munos, Ord. St. Dom. and late Prior of St. 
Rose, Ky. Requiescat in pace. 














